Johnson not a party man.                 135
r party sense of the term; for while he asserted itary prerogatives of the crown, he no less respect->nal liberties of the people. Whiggism, at the time in, he said, was accompanied with certain princi-yr, as a mere party distinction under Walpole1 and . no better than the politicks of stock-jobbers, and .fidels.
the idea of governing by parliamentary corruption, st strenuously, that a prince steadily and conspic-the interests of his people, could not fail of par-irrence. A prince of ability, he contended, might te directing soul and spirit of his own administra-is own minister, and not the mere head of a party: ot till then, would the royal dignity be sincerely
ned to think, that a certain degree of crown influ-houses of Parliament, (not meaning a corrupt and :lence,) was very salutary, nay, even necessary, in nment2. " For, (said he,) if the members were un-fluence, and disqualified from receiving any grati-Durt, and resembled, as they possibly might, Pym .cl other stubborn and sturdy members of the long wheels of government would be totally obstructed. L oppose, merely to shew their power, from envy, versity of disposition, and not gaining themselves, oppose all who did: not loving the person of the :eiving they owed him little gratitude, from the science and contradiction, they would oppose and
all occasions." .ble imperfection annexed to all human govern-
he said, in not being able to create a sufficient d principle to carry the laws into due and effectual lorn might plan, but virtue alone could execute. . sufficient virtue be found ? A variety of delegated, itionary, powers must be entrusted somewhere; erned by integrity and conscience, would necessa-.1 at last the constable would sell his for a shilling, it person was sometimes charged with abetting
z, where Boswell says that' Johnson afterwards hon-2d the merit of Walpole.' 15.1783-
slavishtronised by the late Lord Granville, and was the editor of several of the Classicks. Bos-WELL.
